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Early Literacy Development: Research Overview & Key Elements

Key Questions
What do we know about children's needs in their literacy learning?
What do we know about effective ways to organize and implement instruction?
What happens to early literacy research & policy in the classroom?
How do we help teachers and administrators strengthen literacy education?

I. Cognition, Language, and Social Interaction
Lev Vygotsky (role of peers, experts, and scaffolding)

II. Developmentally Appropriate Practice  (DAP)
Sue Bredekamp & Carol Copple (curriculum/assessment & child development)
Rebecca New (DAP, culture, socialization)

III. Culturally Responsive Teaching
Gloria Ladson-Billings (honoring cultural and racial identity)
Lisa Delpit (language variety, culture, access to written language codes)

IV. Language Variety and English Learners
Anne Haas Dyson (social and cultural resources and the curriculum)
Celia Genishi (supporting the needs of English learners)
Lily Wong Fillmore (English Learner strategies)
Maria de la luz Reyes (talents and needs of Latina students)
Guadalupe Valdes (family expectations of school literacy)
Eve Gregory (role of siblings in home literacy)
Charmain Kenner (bilingualism and biliteracy, role of scripts)

V. Early Writing - Written Language Conventions and Meaning
Maria Montessori (development and the senses)
Charles Read and Carol Chomsky (writing before reading)
Marie Clay (development, reading-writing linked, assessment)
Donald Graves and Lucy Calkins (writing as a process)

VI. Early Reading - Reading Knowledge and Skill
Susan Neuman (phonological awareness, letter knowledge, print conventions)
Marilyn Cochran-Smith (child as reader, reading for meaning)
Alma Flor Ada (children's literature)
Vivian Maria Vasquez (critical literacy)
Debbie Miller (reading for meaning, schema)


                                                               cont’d
Key Elements for Effective Early Literacy Education

* Knowledge of DAP and literacy education (professional development)
* Assessment informs instruction (professional development)
* Environment facilitates play and social interaction (play-based curriculum)
* Integration of oral and written language (curriculum development)
* Support for English learners (curriculum development)
* Rich and varied multicultural/multilingual books (classroom organization)
* Varied groupings and activity centers (classroom organization)
* Short- and long-term projects (Project & Reggio Emilia Approaches)
* Sustained attention to literacy knowledge and skill (direct instruction)
* Communication with and support for families (professional development)

